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seem not to consider that this accusation is charged at a
venture; since the person of a wise general is too seldom
exposed, to form any judgment in the matter: and that fear,
which is said to have sometimesl disconcerted him before an
action, might probably be more for his army than for him-
self.2 He was bred in the height of what is called the Tory
principle; and continued with a strong bias that way, till the
other party had bid higher for him than his friends could
afford to give. His want of literature is in some sort sup-
plied by a good understanding, a degree of natural elocution,
and that knowledge of the world which is learned in armies
and courts. We are not to take the height of his ambition
from his soliciting to be general for life:3 I am persuaded
his chief motive was the pay and perquisites, by continuing
the war; and that he had then no intentions of settling the
crown in his family, his only son having been dead some
years before.4 He is noted to be master of great temper,
able to govern or very well to disguise his passions, which
are all melted down, or extinguished, in his love of wealth.
That liberality which nature has denied him, with respect of
money, he makes up by a great profusion of promises : but
this perfection, so necessary in courts, is not very successful
in camps among soldiers, who are not refined enough to
understand or to relish it.5

His wife, the Duchess, may justly challenge her place in
this list. It is to her the Duke is chiefly indebted for his
greatness and his fall; for above twenty years she possessed,
without a rival, the favours of the most indulgent mistress in
the world, nor ever missed one single opportunity that fell

1  P. Fitzgeiald says "usually."    [W. S. J.]

2  This reflection on Marlborough's personal courage was one of the
points noted by Erasmus Lewis in his letter to Swift of April 8th, 1738.
The friends who had met to read and pass opinion on this " History"
decided that in any printed form of this work it would be advisable not
to call in question the courage of Marlborough.    See Sir W. Scott's
edition, vol. xix., pp. 133-136.    [T. S.]

3  See " Memoirs Relating to that Change," etc., in vol. v., pp. 372-373
of present edition.    [T. S.]

4  See "The Conduct of the Allies," vol. v., p. 103, and also "A
Learned Comment," etc., p. 179 of same volume of present edition.
[T. S.]

5  See the Letter to Marcus Crassus in "The Examiner," No. 28 in
vol. ix. of present edition.   [T, S.]